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Thoughts For the Journey—APRIL 2014                                                    
      

    Jesus Still Moves Stones  

 A stone presented a formidable barrier that first Easter morning.  Massive and threatening, 

it blocked the entrance to Christ’s tomb for the women who came to anoint his body for burial.  

They asked puzzled, “who will move it for us?” However, they found no answer to their question.  

When they arrived at the garden, however, astonishment gripped their hearts.  The stone had already 

been rolled away, allowing them to enter the tomb.  But the dead Jesus they expected to find was 

not there!  Risen, an angel told them, just as he had said.  The glimpse of resurrection and life 

eternal foreshadowed with Lazarus was secured when Jesus himself passed from death into life;           

not even an immovable stone could hold him there. 

 Stones persist today and gain power in the same way as they did in the time of Jesus: our 

reluctance and refusal to believe what he has said.  For me, ominous stones of fear, confusion, 

doubt, bitterness and a host of their companions have repeatedly entombed my future and outlook           

in darkness and blinding hopelessness.  However, he still moves stones, and for every one that has 

gained ascendancy there’s a life-giving promise begging me for relief and obedience.  Are we 

anxious?  He promises peace that passes all understanding (Phil. 4:6-7).  Are we confused?  He 

promises wisdom (James 1:5).  The empty tomb of Jesus on that first Easter morning paints this 

picture of truth: a stone is powerless in the face of a promise.  On the other side of the stone we            

will discover not the worst of expectations, but the best.  He lives, and so shall we—for time and 

eternity. The following lyrics come from a praise hymn. 

He Still Moves Stones 

 Both death and darkness ruled the day, around the tomb where Laz’rus lay. 

 Cried Jesus in authority, “Remove the stone and set him free.” 

 Have stony trials progressively extinguished hopes of victory? 

 Embrace his word triumphantly; he’ll move those stones and set you free. 

 Have stones of fear, confusion, doubt destroyed your faith and burned you  out? 

 Then look to him expectantly; he’ll move those stones and set you free. 

 Are your dreams blocked or gone astray by stones of hindrance in the way? 

 His Spirit will bring clarity; he’ll move those stones and set you free. 

 (Refrain) 

 He still moves stones, so give him glory! 

 He still moves stones to change your story! 

 What e’er your trial or loss or need 

 If there’s a stone, he wants you freed. 

 

Blessings for the Journey, 

Rev. Chuck 



APRIL-Birthdays &  

Anniversaries  
1    Jeanne Kekic    

      Renate Maurer    

2    Diana Butcher      

      Tony Ward 

3    Dennis & Chrissy Baughman  

4    Theresa  McDonough                       

 Luke Bowen                              

6    Dave & Mary Schofield        
7    Robert Hammond 

8     Kathy Carpenter    

9    Tammy Gamble 

      John Hicks         

10  Mike Carpenter 

      Logan Szuch  

12  Eddie Karban 

13  Alta Mitchell 

      Jordon Gross        

14  Carol Busche      

      Mark Meldrum 

      Jack Susak 

15  Jim Ponting 

      Kristen Teper 

      Bob Lynch  

      Mike Klinect 

18  Doris Walker 

20  Andy Teper 

      Melissa Folk 

      Chase Stevanus 

      Doug & Kim Blaine 

22  Paula Krasnevich  

23  Alisha Hicks 

      Barb Galvin 

      April Hickman 

24  Sherry Wilson 

25  Becky Thompson 

27  Scott Thompson 

29  Pete & Polly Tallos 

Serving at the Lord’s Table                         

8:00 Harry Hinkel, Jim Galvin 

9:30 Paige Bokman, Pat & Don Ables, 

 Ken & Cindy Hicks, Carol Bokman, 

 Paula & Mike Krasnevich,  

 Carol Swartz  

ELDERS  —  Maureen & Bill Cromling                   

Looking back: Yaremko Resettlement                                       
 In the Fall of 1989, Paul Durbin, our minister approached the church Board again (he had 

the previous Spring of 1988) to have our church support the Refugee Resettlement Program.  This 

program is always concerned with the current problems of all nations.  This time the Board voted 

its approval and the Church World Services and the Ohio Council of Churches guided us to 

become properly involved.  We were excited and expectant as the 1989 Christmas season came 

and disappointed as it passed and no word of who, when or how many were going to be in our 

family for resettlement. After several meetings with Ohio Council of Churches, in Columbus, we 

had our moments of doubt that we could financially support a family for 6 months to a year and if 

we would be sensitive to their spiritual and physical needs.  Then came the news . . . We had 

been assigned a family.  The Rudolf Family of ten.  WOW!  Such elation and much thankfulness.  

They were coming.  They speak almost no English—we’ll have to smile a lot—-but we cried too.  

They arrived MARCH 16, 1990 at 10:00 p.m. at the Cleveland airport.  Only four (our family), 

Rudolf, Anna, Bogdan, and Yaroslove.  Why did they come?  Religious persecution — not allowed 

to worship in the church.  Rudolf was jailed for five years.  Their two married sons, each with one 

child, came months later.  One was supported by Lorain Christian Temple and the other by 

Washington Ave. Christian Church.              It all came to be.  The outpouring by NECC was 

so great there is not enough room to list it all.  Food given was so plentiful that Alan and Edna 

Carpenter’s freezer overflowed, as they provided temporary housing.  Financial aid and chauffeur 

service was unending until a car was purchased, a home found to rent, jobs obtained and health 

problems taken care of.  We at the North Eaton Christian Church were the better, because we 

took the opportunity to help this family.  We were the ones who came away from the 

experience with the fuller heart! 

Looking forward: Yaremko Family                                         
Oldest son: Oleg & Oksana are still residing in Lorain with daughter Rosa (21), now studying at LCCC and 

son Anthony (9 yrs. old).  Oldest daughter Svetlana has married and moved to Cape Coral, Florida with 

husband and family.                                                                                                                                                          

2nd oldest son: Roman & Irina reside in Hinckley with daughter Kristiana (20) who is currently studying 

Biomedical Engineering at Akron University.  Son, Rostik has married and expecting first child in April.                     

3rd oldest son: Bogdan & Natalie reside in Parma with three children.  Matthew (15), Jessica (13), and 

Diana (8).                                                                                                                                                                            

Baby son: Yaroslav (Jerry) & Victoria reside in Brunswick with two daughters, Ally (9) and Lilliana (8). 

The biggest news is the fact that Rudolf is no longer with us.  He passed away in 2009.  Anna lives alone  (her 

preference) in Parma.  She gets many visitors from all her grandkids.  “The family” is constantly reminded 

that by the Grace of God and generosity of the great people of NECC we were able to enjoy                                   

the life in  this blessed country.  

        NEEDED                                                   

Candy and Toys for  Easter Egg Hunt 

The CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPT will 

be hosting their annual Easter Egg 

Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 13, at 2:00  

(Rain or shine).  We are asking for 

donations of individually wrapped 

candy to stuff in the plastic eggs.  

                                   

We also need prizes for the children: 

new stuffed animals, small games, 

kites, coloring books, $5.00 gift cards 

(Dairy Queen, and fast food 

restaurants).   

Place the items in the basket  provided  

in the fellowship 

hall.  Any 

questions see 

Polly Tallos, 

Melissa Folk or 

call the church 

office,                             

440-748-2230. 



Great Strides for Cystic Fibrosis Dawn and I (Theresa McDonough) will be 

walking in Great Strides on May 17th.  We need your donations to reach our goal.  My daughter, 

Dawn has been fighting to live since the day she was born.  A few years ago she was in ICU 

because her whole system had shut down.  She was on life support and kidney dialysis.  When 

she was off life support she wrote the following poem I want to share with you.                                                                                                                

TIME                                                                                                             
Time                                                                                                                

Some of us , there’s too much. Others not enough.                                                                            

Hospital                                                                                                                   

A pretty prison; no handcuffs, no bars, no parole officers.                                                                     

The trade off is,                                                                                                                 

A room with 4 walls, these are my bars.                                                                  

Amazing doctors and nurses act as my parole officers.                                                                        

Time passes slowly in the hospital world.                                                                                                        

A day can feel like a week, this is us serving “hard time”.                                                                            

Hospital time helps buy me more time in the “outside world”.                                                                  

The prisoners in this pretty prison,                                                                                                          

Are myself and fellow  CF’ers (Cystic Fibrosis).                                                                                                   

The sound you hear is not the sound of prison sounds.                                                                        

Instead, the sound you hear would be coughing, tons of coughing.                                                                  

Sounds of treatments, oxygen, and IV pumps,                                                                                  

Letting you know that the meds are done rushing through your veins.                                                                 

This pretty prison, is my life line.                                                                                                                              

This is what keeps me going, keeps me alive longer.                                                                                        

This pretty prison is a huge part of my life.  The fellow CF’s are my family.                                                          

This pretty prison is our life line.                                                                                                       

Time                                                                                                                                                   

Some of us, there’s too much.                                                                                                           

Others not enough.  

 

If you would like to be a sponsor see Theresa McDonough after worship on Sunday, send it to 

17308 Quarry Rd. Wellington, Ohio 44090 or contact her at 440-774-7113. 

                                      Greatest Hits Concert ñ -  Dessert Cook- off                                                

                SUNDAY, June 1st @ 2:00                                                                         
The NECC Choir will hold a ògreatest hitsó concert at North Eaton church, followed by a Dessert Cook-

off in the fellowship hall.                                                                                                                                                   

 Bakers are invited to submit bite- size samples of their favorite dessert recipes for bragging rights, 

and to help the Choir purchase an electronic keyboard to enhance the music presentation for worship.  

Voting will be somewhat in the style of the chili cook- off (vote with monies for your favorite taste treats 

or òstuff the ballotó for your own concoction).  The keyboard in the choir room is so old it will cost 

more to repair then to purchase a new one.  In addition, our organ has not been working properly and 

weõve not been able to get it fixed.  A new electronic keyboard will allow the use of a variety of 

instrument sounds (strings, horns, woodwinds, various piano and organ òvoicesó, etc) during worship 

each Sunday morning, in addition to our beautiful grand piano.       

 Please let Miki know if you have any special requests for the choir to perform and if you are 

entering the  dessert cook- off.  CALL Miki or the church, EMAIL or put it on the friendship register on 

Sunday morning.                                                                

Mission Trip ñ Different World  

In July of this year, I will be going to THAILAND to spend two weeks on an elephant 

conservation.  I will be paying  for half of the tripõs expenses and it is an expensive trip.  

To help fund this trip, I will be selling candy bars ($1.00 each) in the fellowship hall 

before and after services.   

In Thailand, I will be learning how to handle an elephant and 

participate in  different service projects around the Conservation 

and neighboring cities.  I hope to use this experience to open my 

eyes to the way other parts of the  world exist and to better myself.   

I appreciate all the help and support this congregation has given me.  

Thank you,    Paige Bokman  

CHINESE AUCTION — Wednesday, April 30th @ 7:00 P.M.                 

Great evening of family fun.  Any questions call the church office, 440-748-2230. 



     Thank  You                                                                                                  
A big special thank you to the NECC Menõs Group.  As special thank you to Glenn Swartz 

and Mike Krasnevich for installing a wheel chair ramp.  They did a great job.  The ramp 

is very solid and much safer.  We are blessed to have helpful and considerate people in 

our life and church.                  God Bless All, Claire & Bob Kauf  

Polly, I just wanted to thank you again for all that you and your church does for Dunham 

church and everyone else that you reach out to and really do make a difference in their 

life.  May God continue to bless the works that you and your church family/our extended 

family, does.  We really had a great time at the Chili cook -off and look forward to the next 

time.  God bless.         Your sister in Christ,  Cynthia  

A bit thank you to all my church family for always being there when I need you.  Your 

listening ear, words of comfort and big hugs help me to deal with the many problems I 

have been dealing with lately.  I am blessed to have you as my church family.   

          Sandy Hales  

Thanks guys! Jim Ponting, Ken Hicks, Glenn Swartz and Glen Thompson were busy this 

past month doing repairs around the church.  We had new doorstops installed and 

repaired, light bulbs replaced and the toilet in the Menõs room fixed.  We appreciate the 

time and effort that ALL our church family gives to the upkeep of Godõs church. 

THANK YOU for ordering Girl Scout cookies from me.  I hope you liked them.    

                 Grace Hayward  

NECC Christian Men In Action…………..                                                         
We may be getting older, but there are still things we can do if you let us know about them.  

Last month we built a wheelchair ramp for Bob and Claire Kauf.  It was greatly appreciated 

by them and we had fun doing it.  If any men would like to join us on these small projects, 

please let GLENN SWARTZ know so you can be apart of the next project.  We can always 

use more helpful hands and the fellowship is great.  CALL me or the church office or see me after 

worship.       GLENN SWARTZ 

  COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL                         

    June 23rd - 26th ð- 9:00 - 12:00 (Noon)  

Planning meetings are in full swing for this summerôs Community VBS at Clearview 

Church in Columbia Station.  We will be working with Clearview, Hosanna Lutheran, 

Columbia Baptist, Columbia Methodist, New Life Wesleyan and St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seaton to prepare and host this yearôs VBS.   

NECC will be heading up the CRAFTS but help is needed in all areas: music, games, 

snacks, Bible stories, registration and more.   

This yearôs theme is BIG and LOUD FOR JESUS.  Some of the 

crafts will be, making ñbig and loudò musical instruments.                     

Please SAVE oatmeal/cornmeal cylindrical containers.  

Watch for more information, as well as volunteer signups in the coming weeks and 

months, as we get closer to our VBS dates.  If you have any questions, please see 

Polly Tallos or Rev. Chuck.  
    2014 Disciples Chili Cook-off 

The 2014 Disciples Chili Cook-off was a wonderful success.  We had 15 

chilies, 4 Disciples churches in attendance (other churches were also 

recognized) and the Midview Jazz Band.  We raised $775.00 for the 

Cleveland Christian Home.  Almost $70.00 more than last year. 

A very big THANK YOU to all who made chili, attended and donated.                     

A special thank you to Carol Bokman, Londa Blaine and Dave Carpenter for organizing, 

decorating and making the delicious òhouse chilió. 

        Polly Tallos  CE Director 

2014 Summer Church Camps  

Summer camp applications are now online at ccinoh.org or available from Polly 

Tallos.  Who can go?  There are camps for all ages, starting with those who have 

completed Kindergarten all the way to older adults. Checkout all the options at 

ccinoh.org click on the Summer Camp banner.  Copies are also on the table in the 

Narthex.  Cost is $350.00 if paid by MAY 1st.  NECC will cover half of the 

Early Bird rate.  (If you are in need of additional financial help, please contact 

Polly Tallos or Rev. Chuck.)  


