THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY—December 2013

Angels We Have Heard on High

We have embarked on another season of Christmas, hectic as it may be, full of
preparation and shopping. We also have embarked on a spiritual season of
preparation, which is Advent. This season is in stark contrast to the secular
preparation we make of the Christmas season. The Advent season is a time spiritually
we can experience God in the quieter and calmer activities of prayer, worship, devotion
and service. During this time of preparation on both the secular and spiritual levels, I
thought I might give us a gentle word to feed our spiritual souls.

Have you ever wondered why in Luke 2:8-20 that the shepherds are the first ones
to be told of the birth of Jesus? I believe God chose them, as well as the wise men,
because they were prepared for the event. Somehow the soil of their souls had been
plowed and made ready for the planting of that glorious news. Who would have
understood the idea of a sacrifice better than the shepherds? Do you realize how close
Bethlehem is to Jerusalem? They are just a few miles apart, separated only by some
hills on which the shepherds raised their sheep.

History tells us beloved, that many of the sheep raised on those very hills between
Jerusalem and Bethlehem were raised specifically to be used as sacrifices in the Temple
at Jerusalem. You see, once a year every Jewish family was supposed to come to
Jerusalem and offer sacrifices in the Temple for their sins. The animal that they
sacrificed was generally a lamb. They didn’t bring a sacrificial lamb along on the
journey from their homes to Jerusalem. Instead, they would come to Jerusalem and
purchase a lamb there from some of the shepherds in order to offer their sacrifice. So,
these shepherds knew about sacrifice. They spent their whole lives on the hills outside
Jerusalem watching little lambs being born. They would watch them grow to maturity,
realizing someday a priest would come and buy them only to take them back to the
Temple to offer them as sacrifices for the sins of the people. These simple shepherds
realized that sin was so awful in God’s sight that it required the shedding of blood and
the giving of life. So, how appropriate that these shepherds should be the first to hear
about the “lamb of God” who would be, “the Savior, Christ the Lord.”

They were ready for that. They are the first evangelists to take the gospel and
tell of this good news. The minds of these shepherds were uncomplicated. They were
not great theologians. They didn’t think of reasons not to believe. They just believed.
Their hearts and their souls were ready and when God spoke through the angels these
shepherds listened and accepted the news with great joy!

Blessings for the Journey,

Rev. Chuck
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DECEMBER 2013
Birthdays & Anniversaries

3 Donna Burdick

4 Cindy Thompson

5 Leslie Klein

9 Ken & Cindy Hicks

11 Gerry Piscola
Marty & Sally Belfi

12 Randy Kuhn
Diana Tyler
Buz Bokman
Robin Galvin
Brandy Burdick

13 Sandy & Jim Hales

14 Nicholas Rodak
Antonia Spector

15 Ralph Thompson

16 Lorraine Cragin

17 Glen Thompson
Helen Walkden
18 )efFBrunger

Dougq Blaine

Bob Burdick
19 Tony Piscola
20 Holly Hill

21 Stephanie Szuch
23 Joseph Klein
24 Barry Daniels
25 Jan Brooks

26 Nolan Gamble
29 Debbie Cihla
30 Pam Daniels

Serving at the Lord’'s Table — DEC. 2013

8:00 Randy & Laura Kuhn

9:30 Royce & Leslie Klein, Mary Bengough
Chris & Holly Chapman
Amy Stafford, Tyler Bokman
Theresa McDonough,

Maggie Carpenter, Paige Bokman
ELDERS — Bill & Maureen Cromling
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Sunday Morning Bible Class (10:45 a.m.)
Seeing Grey in a World of Black and White

Most of the experts and laity agree that America is polarized, with ever-
hardening positions held by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No
one agrees on what to do about this problem. One solution that hasn’t yet been tried
is for persons of faith to model for the rest of the country, a richer, more thoughtful
conversation on the political, moral and religious issues that divide us. Seeing Grey
is a video and book study which explores the role of living our faith in our public life.
The purpose for this study is to engage in thoughtful dialogue and self-examination.
It is so we might model a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political,
moral and religious issues that divide us. Please come and join us as we engage the
various issues that tend to divide us and learn to see truth as multi-sided; as we make
our voices heard; and to love those with whom we disagree.

Blessings, Rev. Chuck
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S “Let His Light Shine”

g On Sunday, December 1st, 22 children (9 from outside NECC) participated in our ®

@ first one day Christmas VBS. Everyone who was here (including .
@ teachers and helpers) had a blast! We all dressed in costumes from )
g Jesus’ era (thank you Bethlehem @ Eaton). The activities involved g
@ learning about how Jesus is the “Light of the World”. The children )
@ enjoyed lunch, music, a story, two crafts (lantern and shrink dink

g keychain), games (using scooters), a video, snack and an object lesson using
g glow sticks.

oG

g I greatly appreciate all of the people who helped make this event possible.
@© The smiles and laughter from the children during the event showed us they
@ were having a great time.

&

@ The offering taken was $65.00 and will go to CORNERSTONE.

Merry Christmas! Melissa Folk
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING
“What Gifts Shall We Bring?”

TRUTH from FICTION ——— The Telling by Mike Duran is an
unusual book about Zeph Walker, a prophet who because of becoming
disfigured by a huge scar on his face, lived as a recluse. He blocked out his
gift of prophecy for his own need to hide from the world. Another character
is Tamara who only becomes a believer at the end of the book. Towards the
beginning of the story, Tamara is reluctantly sent to get a book from Zep for
her grandmother (a believer), she thinks to herself the chosen broken. These
words struck deep within me. Just like how Jesus surrounded himself with the
most unwanted of characters, God has chosen us — sinful, broken, and
unworthy people to be his chosen people.

Matthew’s story of the Wise Men who came seeking the newborn King is a familiar
one, re-enacted in countless Christmas pageants every year. He
was not to be found in Jerusalem, as they expected, but in the tiny
village of Bethlehem; even there they had to search for him. Yet
when they found the Child, they were prepared. Bowing down, they
worshiped him, “then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold and of incense and myrrh.”

As we search for the King this coming Advent, let us be ever mindful of our need

. ) Christian Fiction Book Club———0ur book for December is
to be prepared as the ancient Magi were.

Fireflies in December by Jennifer Valent. “Jessilyn Lassiter never knew that
hatred could lurk in the human heart until the summer of 1932 when she
turned 13. When her best friend, Gemma, loses her parents in a tragic fire,
Jessilyn’s father vows to care for her as one of his own, despite the fact that
Gemma is black and prejudice is prevalent in their southern Virginia town.
Violence springs up as a ragtag band of Ku Klux Klan members unite and
decide to take matters into their own hands. As tensions mount in the small
community, loyalties are tested and Jessilyn is forced to say good-bye to the
carefree days of her youth. Want to know more? Read the book and then
come meet with us to discuss it. We’re meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 17th from
6:00-7:00 p.m. Melissa Folk

Christmas is the time of year God gave us his greatest gift in the form of his son
Jesus. In Ohio, we support our Regional Church Ministry through gifts, especially
at Christmas time in our CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DAY OFFERING. We ask you to
prayerfully consider giving to this offering, where your monies will make it possible
for our local congregations to share the gift of Jesus and his teachings with others.

Our Christmas Offering directly supports the Regional ministries, their pastors, and
their congregations in their teaching, witnessing, counseling and pastoral care and
camp and conference programs. All the funds collected on December 15th & 22nd
at North Eaton Christian Church will remain in our Ohio Region.
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NECC COOKBOOKS ..... We still have COOKBOOKS available for ", OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 8
only $10.00 or get the cookbook and CD for only $13.00. If you’ve eaten ) ) ) g
at our potluck dinners or purchased baked goods, you know we have Thank you 0|7 behalf of children around the wor_Id WhO-WI|| receive a shoebox and ha\_/e ®
some great cooks here at North Eaton. g the opportunity to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thirty-four boxes were packed this g
D Year. D

These make great gifts for family and friends. Stop by the church office during the week S . i . D
. . @ It warmed my heart to hear of the joy that buying and packing brought you. Helen @

or purchase one after worship on Sunday morning. - ) _ i ®
® Walkden wishes she could personally deliver her boxes to the children and see the ®

SEE— Laura Kuhn g happiness it brought them. g
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‘= Come Home For Christmas — Worship at North Eaton Church ﬁ:
« «
é: As we all get ready to celebrate Christmas with parties, shopping and baking «
w we would like to invite you to worship with us during this Advent season, leading to &«
““ the birth of our Lord. We are singing Christmas carols, Advent candlelighting, special «
w Christmas music performances, as well as the Choir and Worship Band at our 9:30 oy
ﬁ% service. The sanctuary is beautifully decorated for the season. Whether you are an ﬁ%
Y active member, inactive member, someone looking for a church family or would like Y
é: to just join in our Christmas celebration during December, we welcome you to “:;
ﬁ COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. ﬁ:
& «
ﬂ* 8:00 Early Worship 9:30 Worship 10:45 Adult Sunday School «:;
ﬂ Jr. Worship—For all children during each worship service. ﬁ:
ﬁ "
« Nursery provided at both services. «
“ﬁ Qﬁ
™ ™
CHURCH BAZAAR ?? RAFFLE WINNERS
RESULTS... o . .
“¢ Dick Blaine $50.00 jar of money ~ *°
Our thar_lks to everyone who helped to : Barb Camareno Quilt :
make this a great success! $2,583.77 - - R
will be added to the Roof Fund. 7 Conchita G. Quilt o i
by hAg i
Kids Room $54.75 " Troy Poling $25.00 Olive Garden ° 1
Rummage Sale $280.43 i e I
+ Fran Web 50.00 Cash v ’
Lunch Kitchen $505.97 o e ’ ° h
Bake Sale $472.80 “ Barb Galvin $25.00 Schild’s IGA
Pictures $49.00 Barb Galvi Entertai ook
Raffle Ticket Sales ~ $316.00 s DA Qalvin meriaioment 500k sy
Pre-sale Tickets $549.82 - Jim Ponting $10.00 Sparkle
Scrubbies $70.00 o I
Table Rentals $285.00 ' Rita Price $10.00 Sparkle p
$2,583.77 Il Il

News Among the Pews
Dear NECC, I very much appreciate the concern shown me during my latest health crisis.
Thank you to everyone for the telephone calls, cards, hospital visits, home visits and
prayers. I am blessed to have such a caring church family. Mary Bengough

Thank You to CHI RHO for putting all the food away in our pantry and for Boy Scouts 111
for keeping our food pantry a priority.

Our thanks to the Ohio Highway Patrol for their donation of food items for our Food Pantry.

Special thanks to Jeff Lynch, Trooper Jeff Boris and Robin Galvin for making this happen.

Congratulations to Laura and Randy Kuhn on the birth of a great granddaughter, Ava Joy
Weiland, born Nov. 6th, 6 Ibs. 2 0z. to Kristen and Matt Weiland.

Our sympathy is extended to Linda and Wil Morrison on the death of Linda’s brother,
Lee Nell. Rev. Chuck officiated at the Memorial Service.

Our sympathy is extended to Sue Webb on the death of her mother, Jean Speck. She
was 101 years old.

Hanna Susak was in the production of “It's A Wonderful Life” produced by the Columbia
Chamber of Commerce at the Columbia Middle School.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Linda Rodak, Holly Hill, Mary Bengough,
Shari Kyle, Juanita Mitchell, Nelta Kerley Tripphahn
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God’s Blessings Grow When They Are Shared!

The week before Thanksgiving the JYF (Junior Youth Fellowship) spent some
time reflecting on what it means to be thankful and how we act out of that
thankfulness. As part of their lesson they listed things and people they were
thankful for. We created a Thanksgiving Tree that was placed in the Narthex
for all to see and add their own blessings to on Sunday morning.

i

Polly Tallos, Youth Director




