Pastor Chuck

Blessings,

Wow, beloved church, changes are happening. Carol, Micah and
myself are here in Central Missouri wishing we could already be there at
NECC. I think that is a natural feeling. Whether the change is a move to a
new city, a new job, getting married, a new business venture or changing
to a new school, there is a common desire for the anticipated wait to be
over. There is also the accompanying feeling to jump into the new
experience with both feet. This type of change is energizing as a new
pastor because there are new programs and new ministries to be involved
in together for God’s glory. These kinds of experiences help make the
coming change wonderful.
Beloved church, God has been bringing us together over the last
few months to join our combined gifts and passions to shine the light of
Jesus Christ out to the greater Grafton community. That I believe is what
is at the heart of the design and will of God for this new chapter for us at
NECC.
One of my favorite passages of scripture comes from the Old
Testament, Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” We are experiencing the plan of God to give us a
hope and a future. The ministries NECC currently hares with the
community will continue to prosper as we focus our eyes on Jesus. He is
our source of passion and mission in all our ministries. This is the excitement
that this type of change can bring.
That is also true for a new pastor and his/her family. Beloved
church, we are longing to be with you on February 20th so that we may
sit with you, chat with you, and most of all, laugh with you. May God be
with you all.
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Our host church this year is Washington Ave. Christian Church, 301 Washington Ave. Elyria. The
guest speaker is Rev. Amy Gopp, Executive Director of Week of Compassion. A freewill offering will
benefit this disaster-relief ministry. Combined choirs will be led by Alan Petersen, accompanist is
Rosalie Gainer. Participating churches are Christian Temple, Lakewood, North Eaton and
Washington Ave.

Disciples, District 2A, Combined “Ash Wednesday” Worship Service
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 7:30 p.m.

TO WIN

“Working together to make the difference that matters.”

The VOICE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT CAROL BOKMAN
AT BOKMANS@ATT.NET OR CALL 440-891-1819.

IT’S TIME ONCE AGAIN TO START GETTING YOUR CHILI APPETITE
READY FOR ANOTHER FRIENDLY COMPETITION BETWEEN CHURCHES. THIS
YEAR THE “CHILI COOK-OFF” WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE NORTH EATON
CHURCH ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH AT 4:00 p.m. THE “WANEW” CHURCHES
(WASHINGTON AVE, WESTLAKE, ETC.) WILL BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. THIS IS
A FAMILY EVENT WITH NO ADMISSION CHARGE, BUT A “goodwill offering”
WILL BE TAKEN FOR THE Cleveland Christian Home.
DIG OUT YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE AND ENTER IT IN THE COMPETITION.
A SIGN-UP SHEET FOR CHILI, DESSERTS, AND OTHER ITEMS WILL BE IN THE FELLOWSHIP
HALL IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY. IF YOU DON’T WANT TO ENTER THE COMPETITION,
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FOOD, FUN, GAMES, AND ENTERTAINMENT.
AFTER THE CHILI AND MUSIC, YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY AND PLAY SOME
BOARD GAMES. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING ALONG YOUR FAVORITES.

NECC CHILI COOK-OFF/GAME NIGHT

Your Friend in Christ, Rev. Ralph

My last Sunday with you, January 30th, was a wonderful blessing for me and
Terri. Our worship and our fellowship time together was great, but as I drove away
from the Church I said to Terri, “It all went so fast.” “The morning,” she asked?
“Well, yes, but also the past two years.”
Thanks for all the well wishes, blessings, cards, and small personal gifts. And
a very grateful thanks for my new computer. I have had it for a couple of weeks, but
with all that has been going on, I have not had the time to transfer programs and data
and new stuff. Actually, I am typing this “Thank You!” on this new tool for my
ministry.
Again, it has been an honor and pleasure to share in your ministry for
Jesus Christ. As I sang in my Farewell Song to you, “I pray we’ll meet again…”
So, as always, “The Peace of God be with You!”

“Adios, Farewell, Thank You!”

Hi, my name is Shelby Berent, and I'm 13 and a Cadette Girl Scout from Troop 578 in North
Ridgeville . I'm doing a project for my Silver award which is the second highest award a Girl Scout
can earn. The overall concept of my Silver award project is to raise funds for new books for the
Cleveland Christian Home . My hope is to collect as many new books and donations as I can. I ask
please donate one new book, or a Borders or Barnes and Nobles gift card in exchange for a
bookmark hand made by me. My mom and I will pick up the donations in January and February. In
advance, thank you very much on the behalf of myself and the many children that your contribution
will make happy. Please email me at give_books@yahoo.com with any question.
Thank you, Shelby

Wanted: New Books or Barnes & Noble/Borders Gift Cards

New Book Collection——-for the Cleveland Christian Home

The author, Christian Ditchfield, helps the readers of C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia realize there’s
much more than talking animals, strange creatures, and powerful magic. Shimmering just below the surface
of the Chronicles are spiritual treasures: biblical parallels and truths just waiting to be discovered.

Robin Galvin

This six week Sunday School class will include video segments of the Walt Disney movie “the
Chronicles of Narnia” and a craft or special project each week to include:
Tea with Tumnus, mapping the locations as we follow along with the movie,
Making Turkish Delight, Planting something for Spring, etc.
Bring a friend for the session and you get your name entered in a drawing for a prize.
The class begins FEBRUARY 20th and runs for six weeks. I look forward to having you join
our class.

Based on a study guide by Christian Ditchfield

HIGH ADVENTURE SS CLASS …..Jr. and Sr. High Class
“The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe”

“Seeking Him: Experiencing the Joy of Personal Revival, will begin on FEBRUARY 20th, 10:45 a.m.
Through the Seeking Him curriculum, you’ll be renewed and revitalized as you explore topics
including honesty, humility, repentance, grace and obedience.” POLLY TALLOS, our Christian
Education Director will be leading this study. You are always welcome to join our class, come see
what it is all about.

Sunday morning ADULT BIBLE STUDY …

Our thanks to all the ladies who
continue to make and donate the beautiful shawls. Right now we are
in desperate need of YARN. The yarn supply is very low and we need
your help. ALL COLORS are welcome. Leave it in the CHURCH
OFFICE. If you have any questions please see SHARON MULLINS.

PRAYER SHAWLS ——

beautiful prayer shawls. I have been blessed to be able to give these shawls
to friends and family. My co-workers have asked if they can give them to
people they know. They do bring comfort in a time of need. I am so proud
that our church has such an awesome ministry.
God Bless You All, Fran Walker

Warms you inside and out….I want to thank the women who make the

large range of services: diabetic screening, foot checks, blood & urine tests, immunizations, vision
& hearing screenings, to name a few. Call ahead to the Lorain County Health Dept. to make an
appointment for the clinic. (440)322-6367. They can also answer any questions you may have
before you come. A more complete brochure is on the table in the Narthex at the church. These
clinics are also held in Amherst, Avon, N.R., Oberlin, Sheffield Lake, Sheffield Twp. and
Wellington. Staffed by registered nurses, specializing in health needs of adults. Your tax dollars
pay for this service, regardless of income. Take advantage of it.

Lorain County Health Dept. holds an ADULT HEALTH CLINIC here at
NECC the second Tuesday of each month for ages 55 and over. This includes a

Eve Circle is sponsoring a “POTLUCK PARTY” for the whole family. Join us for dinner at 6:00
p.m. and enjoy the toe-tapping country music of “Ralph Hatfield and the Real McCoy’s” from
7:00-9:00. If you just can’t sit still, get out on the floor and dance! Call the church, 748-2230, and
let us know you’re coming.

Happy Valentine’s Day Dinner @ NECC——-Saturday, Feb. 12th

Our bakers are awesome! Between the Eaton Bicentennial
Celebration Bake Sale, the Election Day Bake Sale, Bazaar Bake Sale and the Cookie Sale,
over $1,900 was made on BAKED GOODS in a 6 week period!

Can you believe it?!

Cornerstone says “THANK YOU” for your gift of $824.27 during 2010,
which is an investment in “lives” now and for eternity. Pocket change
does add up. Keep dropping that change!

Blessings, Melissa Folk, Council Chairperson

Our next COUNCIL MEETING is Sunday, February 13th at 12:00 (Noon)
in the sanctuary. Only active members of NECC are allowed to vote at
Congregational Meetings and only those holding offices or positions are allowed to
vote at Council Meetings. EVERYONE is encouraged and welcome to attend all
Council and Congregational meeting. We want you to know about all the good
things happening at NECC!

If you haven’t picked up a copy of the Council minutes, they are located on the
table in the Narthex outside the fellowship hall.

Rev. Butcher and his wife, Carol came and met the congregation at a “Meet and
Greet” on Saturday, January 8th. Pastor Chuck was the guest speaker on January
9th. The congregation then voted to call him as our settled pastor.

The most noteworthy proposal at the December Council meeting was from the
Search and Call Team, when they brought forward Rev. Charles Butcher as the
candidate for our settled pastor. It was overwhelmingly approved.

December’s Council meeting highlights include a “line item” for the new budget.
It will be called an “In Kind Gifts” for items that are donated to the church, which
will be given a cash value to be reflected as church assets. All team and officer
reports submitted were read and the 2011 budget was reviewed, voted on and
approved. The budget was then presented, voted on and accepted at the
January 2nd, Congregational Meeting.

Council and Congregational Updates ……..

ELDERS

8:00
9:30

Maureen Cromling and Scott White
Melissa Folk (TL), Brad Stevanus, Jerry Mullins,
Mark Carpenter, Polly Tallos, Jackie Haumschild,
Chrissy Baughman, Heather Stevanus, Mike Mott,
George & Diana Butcher, Heather Stevanus
Stu Hicks, Bill Cromling

Serving Schedule — February 2011

The JYF would like to thank everyone who donated to the Souper Bowl of Caring on
Sunday, February 6. The money and food items received will be given to our own
Food Basket Program and the Columbia Food Pantry.

ordered Super Bowl Hoagies. The money we raised will be used to support Youth
Events and Mission Projects. The youth spent Sunday morning putting the Hoagies
together so they would be fresh and ready for the big game.

YOUTH SAY “Thank You” for your support: Thank you to everyone who

The weekend of Jan 21-23 was spent at Camp Christian with youth and adults from
Akron High St, Westlake, and Parma Christian Church. Our theme for the weekend was
Leadership Under Construction. We read about Nehemiah and what made him an
excellent leader. He encouraged, praise, protected and worked along side the people
building a new wall around Jerusalem. Because of his amazing leadership they were
able to rebuild the wall in just 52 days.

The Youth have been spending a lot of time together in the New Year. We started out
with a New Year's overnight with Laser Tag and late night games. We had a worship
service focusing on starting out the New Year right. We asked for forgiveness for the
things we didn't wrong in 2010 and for help to do better in 2011.

Youth News

Many thanks to those of you who continue to donate stamps to our
Cancelled Stamp Project. Your response has been wonderful. I
have three boxes of stamps to send to HABITAT and the VA.
Thank You, Marlene Black

Cancelled Stamp Program —

For more details check out the article in the Buckeye Disciple or contact Diana Tyler
(Diana@dianatyler.com), Carol Bokman (bokmans@att.net), or Steve Bentley
(sbentley@ccinoh.org) . We hope you will join us!

This year’s Adventure Camp will take place in the Great Smokey Mountains from
June 5 – 11th. We will spend the week camping in Cade’s Cove group campground and
take day hikes to see the beautiful mountains, wildflowers, waterfalls, and other natural
wonders of the area. This camp is for anyone with an “adventurous spirit”. Youth 8th
grade and under must be accompanied by an adult. Don’t worry if you are not an
experienced camper, you’ll be in good hands with several people who are well
accomplished campers. You can bring your own camping equipment or the basics will be
supplied for you. You also have the option of staying in a nearby hotel and joining us for
all of the day hikes.
The cost for this camp is $250 per person for adults, $200 for youth 8th grade and
under, and $100 (plus lodging) for those staying in a hotel. NECC will pay for half the cost
of camp.

ADVENTURE CAMP 2011—-GREAT SMOKEY MOUTAINS

We also need prizes to hand out, for example: stuffed animals, $5 or $10 gift
certificates to Dairy Queen, McDonald’s, Burger King, etc. Anyone willing to donate
a new bike. Please bring all donations to church, place them in the box in the
Fellowship Hall. If you have any question please see Polly Tallos or Melissa Folk.

The NECC Christian Education Dept will be hosting an Eater Egg Hunt
on Palm Sunday, April 17, 2011. We are asking the church family to
donate individually wrapped candy to stuff in the plastic eggs. Now is
the perfect time to buy up the leftover Valentine’s day candy. The kids
won’t care if the candy is wrapped in red foil or covered in hearts.

Needed: Candy for Easter Egg Hunt
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Loretta St.Andre
Joyce Johnson
Eleanor Smith
Fran Walker
Linda Ickes
Beth Wilson
Marie Ternes
Linda Johnson
Susie Naylor
John Haupt
Bonnie Hicks
Tim Tyler
Mary Bengough
James Hensley
Kristen Hicks
Jacob Zawoyski
Glenn Swartz
Chrissy Baughman
Amanda Klein
Gene Yost
Stu Hicks Sr.
Royce Klein
Madeline Blaine
Breanna Bokar
Jill & Tom Hartness
John & Karen Vilevac
Jim Bokar
Laura Carpenter
Brian Insley
Jeff & Chris Hensley
Taylor Baughman
Edna Carpenter

FEBRUARY ——Birthdays and
Anniversaries
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John & Lillian Ingram
Collin Trimble
Alex Carpenter
Eileen Weber
Stephanie Garvin
Brittney Bokar
Lisa Woodby
Arlene Squire
Mary Tite
Jill Hartness
Dolly Dixon
Susan Smith
Cassidy Karban
Kevin Wilson
Robin & Jim Galvin
Mike Krasnevich
Dan Landin
Kennadi Daniels
Sylvia Ott
Melissa Daniels
Val & Ted Fletcher
Glenn & Carol Swartz
Ted Fletcher
Angie & Ed Carter
Donna & Bruce Burdick
Jeremy Piper
Linda Morrison
Rachel Trimble
Liz Bokar
Bill Nowagarski
Scott White
Shannon Belfi
Carol & Doug Busche
Karen Vilevac
Christine Smith
Kristy Piper
Vicky Spitzer
Paige Bokman

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES….MARCH

Check out the website for more information at www.godgirlsinmotion.com Please
let Carol Bokman, bokmans@att.net or Melissa Folk folk101@aol.com know if you plan to
attend and would like to order tickets. WE NEED TO RECEIVE YOUR TICKET
ORDER BY FEBRUARY 20th.

This year’s Godgirls event will be held on April 1-2 at the Kalahari Resort in
Sandusky, Ohio. This is a wonderful worship/praise/inspirational experience for all women.
The theme this year is “God’s Amazing Grace.” Group discounted ticket prices are $37.00
per person if ordered before February 25th. You can also book a room (ON YOUR OWN)
at the resort for a discounted rate by mentioning Godgirls In Motion.

GODGIRLS IN MOTION

Week of Compassion is the disaster relief and humanitarian assistance program fund of
our church, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. This
program seeks to equip and empower disciples to alleviate the suffering of others through
disaster response and humanitarian aid, which then promotes mission opportunities. WEEK OF
COMPASSION recently received the “Outstanding Support Award” from IMA World Health,
which provides essential healthcare services and medical supplies around the world and has
been recognized as one of the Forbes’ 20 most effective charities. The IMA award is given
annually to one of its member or partner agencies that consistently demonstrates leadership
in its support for bringing health to hurting and vulnerable populations.
Week of Compassion is part of a widely-recognized reputable network of disaster-relief
services. This year, February 20-27, has been selected as the primary fund-raising week for this
most important program of the outreach ministry of our church. Because of YOUR GIFTS, this
ministry is possible.
Through WOC,
Disciples reach out in the name of Christ to: provide emergency and long-term assistance to
people in the aftermath of hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, droughts, civil war, and other
natural and human catastrophes. In a typical year WOC responds to a disaster about once
every TWO DAYS. Add a gift to your regular offering, marked clearly, or use the special
envelopes on the table in the Narthex.

Week of Compassion Special Offering — February 20-27

