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Writing From the Rev May 2009
If you happen to be in worship on the first

Sunday of May, | will be sharing another song that
| wrote. | wrote this one way back in my seminary
days. It's a song about prayer, and the chorus goe
like this: “Say your prayers in the morning, say
your prayers at noon, say your prayers in the
evening and God will be with you. Yes, God will
protect you and help you on your way. God will
bring sunshine to the darkness in your day.

Now | may be pointing out the obvious, but
prayer is a very important part of our faith. Simply
put, prayer is how we communication with God. It

is opened to them. This is a spontaneous kind of
prayer and it is good, because it reconnects that
person with the loving presence of God. Many
people find it difficult to pray, feeling that somehow
they aren't doing it right. Can there ever reallyabe
wrong way to talk with God. Prayer is the way that
we continue our relationship with God, and God
with us.

What we need to realize about our prayers is
that God always listens and strengthens us, even
when our problems seem to remain unsolved. Yes,
our prayers are answered, but sometimes the answer
is “No!” or “Wait!” And when that happens it may

S

IS an opportunity to share our most intimate thouglpt: cause some of us to have doubts about God's con-

and feelings with the Creator who has made us an
loves us. In fact, prayer should be as natural and
spontaneous as breathing and eating. And what g
joy it is when we find ourselves in times like that;
when we feel close to God and it's easy to talk,
knowing we have been heard. But there are time
when prayer may seem like work, when the words
don't come easily, when we feel that God is distan
from our concerns.

In Matthew 7:7-8, Jesus say#sk, and it will
be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened. Jesus calls us to prayer
because it is the natural thing for us to do. There is

d cern or power in our lives, or worse, that we have
somehow failed and that's why God did not respond
on cue. Actually, we always receive something
when we pray, even though it may not be what we
requested. In fact, there are many times when
someone is surprised by the way that God responds,
because what had seemed like a rejection actually
turns out to be an unexpected benefit. (Garth Brooks
has a great song called, “Unanswered Prayers”.)

Prayer, whether for ourselves or on behalf of
others, demands faith. Without our faith in God and
Christ and the Holy Spirit, why pray at all. We pray
because we believe that God does hear us.

Over the past few months, we as a congregation
have been called upon to lift up prayer on behalf of
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a need within us to pray, a searching desire to be |n others for some very special needs, some of these people

touch with the One who created us and sustains us

Yet sometimes people will go for years without any
self-conscious effort to pray. God seems more an
more distant, unrelated to everyday events in their
lives. Then, in a time of fear or desperation, a

person may suddenly blurt out, “O God, help me, |
need you!” and in that moment once again the dog

L. we know well, and some we know very little about. |

"just want you to know that your prayers have made a

' difference. | would also ask that you continue to goay
God's leading in this interim time. Together through our
faith, we have much to do in preparing for the calling of
your new pastor.

We are Easter People who know the Grace of
I' God, and we know the power of prayer.

# 8% &' ()
0% &+, -
./ &, O
( &* 1
#O$) 2% & 0
, 3- &1 4
, 5 - 5 & 0 $

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Grafton, OH 44044
Permit No. 8




Dear God,

|
1
| | used to think I could do it all. Minister, wife, mother, grandmother and friend. My

| days were spent calling on the shut-ins and doing all the things for the church I loved. It was
i nothing for me to go 100 miles in a day, making sure the congregation knew | was there for

. them.

| Then in a matter of a few days, surgery was waiting and | was stopped in my tracks!

. It has been since February 11th and | still have a long way to go for a complete recovery. |

. haven't even driven my car.

1 Not only was my life turned upside down, but my families, and the church family that |
_cared for. | talk to you on the phone, but it is not the same as being there, holding your hand
~when needed, and giving a hug of encouragement .

1 In my time of recovery | have learned a lot. More compassion is one, and patience is
| another. | have always had patience for others, but not for myself. 1 am trying !!!. | just want
[ to get back to normal. | also have learned to sit still, enjoy the surroundings around me, and
" listen to Your voice. Before my surgery, | didn't take the time to be still; it was prayers on the
~run and meditation time squeezed in between.

! You have my attention Lord, | will take time to listen and meditate, for | have a feeling
~ You have a lot more for me to learn.

! Psalm 37: 7; "Be still before the Lord, and wait pa tiently for him."

| Love and Grateful Praise, Judy
|
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Easter Egg Hunt !!!!

The Christian Education Team would like to thank everyopgasrted and enjoyed the 2009 Easter Egg I—@
& by donating candy, eggs, prizes, time and energy. A speaigt flou to Mary Bengough, Roxanne Sebas
Karen Klinect and Diana Tyler for their help with set bpsting and cleaning up at the Easter Egg Hunt.

Q. Thank you also to Rebecca Circle for stuffing 40+ dozgys end to the others who stuffed at the church @

took some home to stuff.

<
2222220282 2aa0caQaaqqaaaaeal



$ % &

1221

++ 3
41!

4 /1 !
5 6

What is a Children’s Dedication?
Here at North Eaton Christian Church we view infant
dedication as an act in which parents honor God
publicly through acknowledging (1) that their child jis
a gift from God and (2) that they are committed a
parents to partner with God in fulfilling His purposeés
for their child.

"...Bring [children] up in the training and instructio
of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4b NIV).

Therefore, any parent or parents who believe in t
Scriptural foundation for dedication of children, w

wish to publicly acknowledge God as the giver of life,
and who desire to raise their children to understa

and experience a relationship with Jesus Christ is
encouraged to contact Rev. Ralph to begin the pracess
of scheduling a Dedication Service durirfyat 2
worship service. Most children are dedicated as
infants, but there is no age limit.

Lorain County Fair —

August 24-30save a VACATION DAY and

work with us at the FAIR in our CHURCH FOOD
BOOTH. It's a fun place to be!
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WOMEN'S MISSIONS ..... MAY 2009 ¢ 5

Cornerstone — Baby Shampoo, Similac Advance Formula (powdgr
Salvation Army— Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Mouthwash

If you have any questions or ideas regarding these missijacis please contact Marie Ternes.
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The newly reorganized EVE CIRCLE provided Easter Fruit Baskets to many
of our members who are not able to worship with us because Ny

of health problems: Margaret Bokar, Thelma Hurley, Mary Lou Johnson, ~
Sandra Gruendler, Loretta St.Andre, Jane Eakins, Bob & Claire Kauf, Hary e
& Juanita Smith, Alberta Amos, Pat Boughman, Betty Hawk e, Del Ott and ===
Alan Munn.

Our thanks to those who took the time to deliver th e baskets: Rev. Ralph
Wearstler, Don & Ruth Nash, Joyce Johnson, Helen Lite  rati, Harry Hinkel, and Phyllis &
Floyd Chapman.

Graduates!?!? Summer CHURCH CAMPS
NECC would like to acknowledge all our There is still time to signup for a week of church
graduates during worship on Sunday, JUNE 7th,camp. Camps are offered f8rd-5th grades,
If you or your child is graduating from HIGH 6th-12th grades, Young Adults, Adultsand
SCHOOL or COLLEGE this Spring, please letius Adventurers.

know so that we can invite them to breakfast anc
recognize them during worship. Camps are offered throughout the whole summer.

Check out the Christian Church in Ohio website,
www.ccinoh.orgfor more information and
application forms, or contact Polly Tallos.

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE ,
748-2230 or give us the information
on the friendship register on Sunday
morning. NECC is happy to pay half the cost of camp for
any member of the church and their friends.

MAY 22-24 Disciples Fellowship Retreata gathering of Disciples, families and friends of a
ages at Camp Christian. What a great way to get away from the hostleustle of your everyday life
and enjoy the out-of-doors! This is also a great opportunity for you andfigailly to come and experi
ence camp together, so your children will know what to expect wheattead Partnership, Chi Cho,
or CYF Camp.

Any questions??? Call Bev Sajna 440-333-1264 or email sajhome81l@yahoo.com

We have families in our church who attend every year. Also you kdo#g Tallos if you would like
more information.
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Technology Team (( ) FR+
We are in need of additional members of our 6
Technology Team, to help run the sound board .,
on Sunday mornings (Stu Hicks could use somsg 6 K2%¢& !
back-up) as well as assist with Power Point 6 T &&K
presentations. ! / -

In addition, we will be looking at installing a (6
more aesthetically-appropriate design for our
sanctuary projection needs. Those with 1
expertise and ideas in this area are especially g
welcome to meet with us.

PLEASE contact Diana Tyler (458-5829 or > 3
diana@dianatyler.com) if you are interested in
helping with any of these projects.

Vacation Bible School 1 0B 4G8 0://
July 27th—July 31st 6
6:00-8:00 P.M.

Put this date on your calendar so you will '$
not miss out on this fun week! $ 6 6 "M

NECC AFTERNOON AT THE ZOO

On Sunday, May 34 the family and friends of North Eaton Christian Cliuace invited to meet at the
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo for a fun afternoon togethere Zdo will be open until 7:00 p.m. Planto m

on the upper level, by the playground at about 3:00 for deltogship with other NECC attendees

Admission prices for the Zoo and Rain Forest:
Adults (ages 12 and up) - $10.00  Children (ages 2 — 11) - $7.0Children under 2 are free

You do NOT need to pay ahead or make reservations for tdmghia event. If anyone has
any questions, please contact Carol Bokman for moremafoon.
Please note the new email address: bokmans@att.Inehe P4140-891-1819.

Our June activity will be joining the Christian Men In Action for a caatrip on the
Mohican River. The tentative date at this timduse 14". More information will be forthcoming.
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Bootleggers Grill— for Dinner

Mallard Creek Golf Club

34500 Royalton Rd.
Monday, May 25 thru Sunday, May 31
15% of your bill will be donated back to the Youth

NECC Youth, with help from NECC Women’s Mission, will be holdiagna raiser at Bootleggers

Grill. You can eat at Bootleggers any day of THIS week, lunch or diniibe restaurant will give 15%
of each bill back to the youth group.

** You must turn in the dinner couponfor us to get the credit from your bill**

The youth will be handing out the coupons at church on Sunday’s throughout the nidath @r you can pick
one up from the church office Monday thru Friday, 8 AM to 1 PM. Take than one coupon!! Bring your

friends and neighbors!! Money raised will go towards Youth Mission Reojec
++++tttt

May Dining Out———Thursday, May 28th 6:30 p.m.
Bootleggers Grill
34550 Royalton Road
Remember to bring your coupon for the Yoatreteive 15% of your check.
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THANK YOU

Dear Friends,
| have been held by the hand of god through all your prayers and concerrtt. Bdton Christian
Church is the most loving and caring church | have ever known and | am gfatedilllyour love and

support. You ALL have surrounded me and my family with cards, fldaeds,visits, phone calls, emails

and a multitude of prayer. We are so very grateful. | startedrtrent with chemo and radiation on Apr

27th. This is an aggressive and preventive treatment which wifolaabout 5 weeks. | am trying to kee

in contact with our shut-ins by phone. | am available to talk if you aayeoncerns. My goal now is to
get my strength back so | can “hit the road.”
You all are a blessing to me, you keep me going. Please contingptmé&en your prayers, as |
still have a ways to go.
Love and Joy, Judy

Dear NECC,

Sometimes the words “thank you” seems so inadequate. It is flikag®u who make the work
of the Salvation Army possible. It is friends like you who makeayamunity a better place. We count
you as one of our special blessings. Not just because of your reftend giur pantry supplies but also
because of your spirit of generosity.

Together we will make a difference, one life at a time. Plaasept this sincere thank you from
the Elyria Salvation Army.

Sincerely, Captain Paul

The fellowship hour in April was provided by Laura & Randy Kuhn and Mel &eMar
Ternes in honor of: DON NASH for his dedication to keeping our lawn chame: green.
BILL CROMLING for keeping our driveway and doorways clean of snow and ic
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